Welcome to the Multi Age Preschool Room here at Learning Tree.  Our main goal in the Preschool Room is to provide a safe, caring and fun environment in which each child has the opportunity to experience learning through play.  We provide a developmentally appropriate curriculum and interest areas to facilitate each child's learning experience.  

Curriculum:
We use a theme based curriculum that changes weekly or bi-weekly.  The theme based curriculum gives us the 
opportunity to incorporate academics, current events as well as the children's interests into our learning 
environment.

Interest Areas:
The Preschool Room consists of 8 interest areas.  Each area is designed to encourage independent exploration as well as cooperative social interaction.

    Art Area - We feel art is a process, and provide a variety of materials to encourage creativity and self 
                      expression.  We encourage children to explore and create using paint, glue, scissors, markers, 
                      play dough, shaving cream, beads, feathers, crayons and more.  Please keep in mind that your child
                      may get messy during these activities.  Please dress your child in play clothes.

    Music Area - Music is a wonderful way for children to express themselves.  We provide a variety of musical
                            instruments for children to explore and experiment with.  We also play cds and sing songs on
                            a daily basis.

    Book Area - The book area encourages children to explore different books and methods of storytelling.  We 
                           provide an assortment of books as well as puppets and flannel board stories.  

    Math Area - Early math skills are introduced in the math area using pattern blocks, sequence cards, picture
                          boards, pattern and counting cards and various games.

    Science Area - In the science area children are encouraged to learn about the world around them through
                               exploration and observation.  They will also have the opportunity to participate in a variety
                               of basic science activities that encourage curiosity and discovery.

    Sensory Area - Children are encouraged to use 4 of their 5 senses (no tasting please) while exploring the 
                                sensory area.  We invite children to explore and examine various items to help enhance their
                                sensory development.

    Writing Center - The writing center provides the children with the tools to practice their pre-writing skills.

    Dramatic Play - Dramatic Play gives the children the opportunity to express themselves through role-play
                                 and pretend.  We encourage the children to use their imagination and cooperation to act
                                 out real life and make believe situations.

Large Motor Play:
We provide outdoor or large motor play each day to help develop and master large motor skills.  We also have a "Stretch and Grow" coach come in to teach the importance of exercise and healthy eating.

Group Time:
We meet for group time each day at 10.  The children are separated by ages, and the activities in each group are geared for each specific age range.  Our 2 year olds are in the back room, and our 3 - 5 year olds are in the front.  During this time we sing songs, review the calendar (the months, days of the week, and count the days), review the alphabet, talk about the letters of the week, read a story (or 2) and discuss the activities that are planned for the day.  If your child is scheduled during this time, we ask that they arrive on time to avoid any disruptions.

Preschool Parent Board:
The preschool parent board is located above the "little door" in the preschool room.  You will find a copy of the weekly lesson plan, the letter of the day and other information.  Please take some time each day to check for updates.

Lesson Plans:
Weekly lesson plans will be posted on the parent board (as well as on the web site) to inform you of the planned activities for the week.  You will also find the titles of books that are read during group time, songs that we sing and the letter of the day.  This is a wonderful tool to use when discussing what your child is going to do at school or to help encourage a conversation about what they did at school.

Calendar:
A monthly calendar is posted on the preschool parent board to inform you of upcoming themes, special days and events, and reminders about weekly activities.

Letter of the Day/Week:
We discuss a new letter every few days.  We identify the letter capital and lower case and learn the sounds the letter makes.  The children are encouraged to think of something that starts with the letter of the day and to practice writing it in the writing center.  We feel this is a positive way to introduce and reinforce letter recognition.

Mailboxes:
Each child has a mailbox in the preschool room.  Depending on your child’s schedule it will be found either along the window or next to the cots.  In them you will find your child's art work, papers and at time "parent mail".  Please take a moment each day to empty your child's mailbox.

Daily Sheets: (for our 2 year olds only)
We use the Daily Sheets as a way to communicate from home to school and vice versa.  Please be sure to fill one block out every day as you drop off your child.

Conferences:
Parent/Teacher conferences are held at the end of each semester.  Sign up dates and times will be posted in November and April.  You may schedule a conference at any time, just ask your child's teacher to set up a date and time that is convenient.

Arrival and Departure:
To ensure your child's safety and well being, we ask that you bring your child to one of their preschool teachers.  Under no circumstances should your child be allowed to find their own way into the center.  

When leaving for the day, please take a moment to check with their teacher.  This ensures that we know they are leaving, and gives us an opportunity to share any information about their day.

Breakfast and Snack:
Breakfast and snack are provided by Learning Tree.  Breakfast (morning snack) is served at 9:00.  If your child arrives around this time and you would like them the join us for breakfast, we ask that your child be at the table by 9:10.  

Snack is served at 3:00.

Lunch:
Lunch must be brought from home and must be in disposable containers or bags.  All lunch bags must be labeled with your child's first and last name.  We provide the plates, bowls, cups, spoons and milk.  Lunch will be served at 12:30 each day.  If your child will be joining us for lunch, we ask that they be on time.  Lunches should be healthy, please do not send candy or pop - we will put these items in their cubbies to be taken home.

Please put your child's lunch on the preschool shelf in the refrigerator.  Please do not allow your child to bring their lunch into the kitchen alone.

Naptime:
Nap/rest time is from 1:00 - 3:00.  The children are required to rest on their cots for 30 minutes.  If they fall asleep we will wake them at 3:00.  If they do not fall asleep, they will be allowed to get up and do quiet activities inside, or weather permitting, we will take them outside.  If your child brings a blanket, pillow or stuffed toy for naptime, please put them on your child's labeled cot and take them home at the end of your child's week to be washed.

Toileting:
We believe each child develops at their own pace.  We do not require them to be out of diapers to be in our preschool program.  Please let us know what stage your child is in when they begin the program so we can accommodate their needs.  We also ask that you let us know when you begin the potty training experience so we can work with you and your child.

Please do not send pull-ups unless they have the velcro fasteners on the sides.  

Clothing:
Please dress your child in play clothes.  We do lots of hands on learning and do get messy from time to time.  We do not deny a child the opportunity to participate in an activity in order to keep them clean.  Please keep this in mind when dressing your child for the day.

Please provide at least 2 full changes of clothes for your child, which should include shirts, pants, underwear and socks.  We ask that you check your child's extra clothes every couple of months to make sure they fit and are appropriate for the season.

Outerwear:
We go outside each day, weather permitting.  Please provide your child with the appropriate outerwear (coat, snowpants, hats, mittens, boots) and please label everything.

Thank you for taking the time to look this over.  We look forward to working with you and your child.
